
ARPA Funds for  
Concrete Supports  
Stabilized Family 
Financial Security
Parents are overloaded and stressed by financial worries.  
Concrete economic support to struggling families can help 
lift the load during stressful times so parents can care for 
their children, families and themselves. 

decreases the 
risk of child 
abuse and 
neglect.

We had a family that was 
struggling significantly 
due to the father being 
unemployed...when we 
were able to supply the 

funds to pay their rent that 
was a weight lifted off their 

shoulders... even after he 
found work because their 

food stamp benefit was 
cut in half.

Agency serving 
Jackson, Macon, Haywood Counties  

A single dad in need of 
school clothing for his 

children... his children were 
being bullied in school due 

to the clothes they had. In 
his words “Thank you for 

helping me with getting my 
son’s school clothes,  

I do not know what I would 
have done.

Alamance County Agency

“

“Empowering families to meet their basic needs of food, 
shelter, and medical care by strengthening household 
financial security is proven to reduce the risk factors for child 
abuse and neglect.

Families 
Used ARPA 
Concrete 
Support for:

$201
Average amount requested by a family for  
funds used for rent, food, children’s needs 
(diapers, baby formula, clothes, car seats, school supplies) 
and transportation.

Utilities 
27%

Baby/
Child 
19%

Groceries 
13%

Housing 
15%

Other 
15%

Transportation 
11%

In 2022, North Carolina’s 
child poverty rate was 
17.2%, more than one in 
every six children.

North Carolina families 
with 2,950 children 
were helped by ARPA 
funds in 2023.

of children from these 
families were less 
than 5 years old.

of these 
families were 
homeless.

17.2%

47% 5%1,615

LESS 
STRESS
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“
“

ARPA Impact on Families
Family Support and Respite Contractors 
shared these success stories of how ARPA 
funding impacted families within their 
communities.

APRA funds helped so many families struggling financially. One particular 
Mom stood out through the process. Her dad and daughter were 
murdered. The Mom had to take some time off from work which resulted 
in her not being able to have enough income to pay her rent. She was so 
thankful to have this burden lifted and truly appreciated the assistance, 
but also the care she received from our staff."

One family we were able to help with childcare was trying to do the tricky 
dance of starting a job and enrolling her child in childcare at the same 
time while not yet having the money to pay the early childhood education 
center. We spoke with the center director, and she agreed to let the 
parent start and allow our agency to pay the first two weeks. This was a 
brand-new first-time mom and it allowed her to have a smoother start in 
her career while caring for her baby.”

This week we were able to provide a family with a new toilet; the toilet in 
their home had broken several months ago and couldn’t be repaired, and 
they were using a bucket for their needs.  With ARPA funds, we delivered 
a new toilet, toilet paper and cleaning supplies to their home. Our hope is 
that the new toilet will encourage the two children to complete their potty 
training at home too, in addition to providing a more sanitary option and 
better personal hygiene.”

“
“

We received a referral from one of our community agencies of a pre-
natal mom that had her mom pass away and left her to care for her 
17-year-old special needs brother. Mom needed help to pay her house 
payment while she was out on maternity leave and could not work during 
that time. These funds helped her with the mortgage and not have to 
worry so much during this time until she could get back to work.”

Nash & Edgecombe
Counties

Wayne
County

Catawba 
County

Davidson 
County

PositiveChildhoodAllianceNC.org


